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In addition to her role as a student-centric and civically-engaged Assistant Professor of Theatre at The University of Michigan-Flint, Janet identifies as an actor, director, and a place-based theatre-maker.

ACTOR
Janet received her MFA in Acting from The University of Texas at Austin, and is a member of Actors’ Equity Association. The core of her acting work resides in classical performance:  she is Artistic Associate with Michigan Shakespeare Festival, where for seven seasons she has been seen in iconic leading roles such as Portia/Merchant of Venice, Beatrice/Much Ado, Gertude/Hamlet, and Titania/Midsummer, to name a few.  Outside of Michigan, she has performed as Ophelia in Hamlet (Olympia, WA), Rebecca in Rebecca (Book-it Rep in Seattle, WA), Paulina in Winter’s Tale (Seattle Public Theatre), Delphina in Don DeLillo’s Valparaiso (Boise Contemporary Theater), and Queequeg in Moby Dick (ASSITEJ international tour).  Photos of many of these pre-tenure track productions appear in the ABOUT page of her website. Her work with MSF since appointment as Assistant Professor, with peer review letters, appears in the ACTING portion of this website.  Janet’s craft has been recognized by Michigan theatre critics/artists with nominations for two 2012 Wilde Awards:  Best Actress in a Comedy (Tartuffe) and Best Shakespeare Performance (Winter’s Tale); she received a special 2012 Wilde award for comic combat in Tartuffe.

DIRECTOR
Janet is a theatre director who asks the questions, In this age of film, TV, youtube, facebook, and other “2-D” social-cultural experiences, how can Theatre provide an engagement experience that deepens our value for live events in the “3-D” realm? How can Theatre nourish our capacity for empathy and increase a value for live cultural experiences in society?  How can Theatre provoke, engage, and ignite an audience community? How can our University of Michigan-Flint theatre productions embrace 21st century innovations to provide the students involved (and our audience) Theatre that is artistically cutting-edge and progressive?   Janet’s directing style offers an experience beyond realism, and is decidedly theatrical.  Her productions have been praised for their striking beauty in staging compositions and for providing audiences a provocative emotional experience.  Her productions emphasize a shared experience in matters of the human “heart” more than the “head.”  Janet’s script interpretations reveal themes of compassion, social justice, and the gentle humor of the absurd as ways to ignite audience’s empathy and engagement.  She values innovation, diversity, experiment, and collaborative methods in creating a production. Her values of physical/ensemble approaches have resulted from in-depth professional development physical theatre training with world-renowned SITI Company, and Pacific Performance Project/east.  Janet’s voice as a director who values theatre centered in the human heart and social justice began with her production of the South African drama Master Harold…and the Boys by Athol Fugard, which was honored by Kennedy Center’s American College Theatre Festival in showcase performances at the 2003 Region III festival in Evansville, IN.

THEATRE-MAKER
As a theatre-maker, Janet practices collaborative and community-based methods to create and direct original performances that enhance an audience’s engagement with physical place.  Her work in this cutting-edge, emerging discipline of theatre studies asks the questions:  How can site-specific, original live performance create, nourish and restore community spirit and identity? How can engagement with physical places in community enhance our wellness and well-being especially in this sedentary computer/digital age?  Recognition of her creative activity in the realm of Scholarship of Engagement includes awards as a 2010 Arts of Citizenship Faculty Fellow (UM-Ann Arbor’s Rackham College, formerly of Ginsberg Center) and a 2012 Boyer Fellow in the Scholarship of Engagement (UM-Flint).  Janet is an 2010 alumna of the nationally-renowned training institute for community-based practices of Cornerstone Theater in Los Angeles, CA.  Of particular interest to Janet are the concerns and questions of her hometown of Flint, MI.  Images, video, peer review letters, and other documentation of select projects can be viewed in the SITE-SPECIFIC portion of her website portfolio, www.janetehaley.com
